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demanding an end to Chinese oppression and control. These protests have been 
referred to as the Umbrella Revolution, after the umbrellas used by protesters to 
shield themselves from tear gas and later as shelter from the pouring rain. Forced to 
disband by the end of the year, the student protestors vowed to continue their anti-
government campaign. In sharp contrast, the Islamic State in Iraq and Greater Syria 
(ISIS) made headlines in the same year for releasing graphic video of the beheading 
of foreign captives, including U.S. journalists James Foley and Steven Sotloff and 
U.S. aid worker Peter Kassig. Formerly al-Qaeda in Iraq, ISIS has become known 
for its brutal and brazen tactics. President Obama pledged to degrade and ultimately 
destroy ISIS.

DEFINING CONFLICT

War
War is a violent political instrument (Walter 1964). It is a violent activity between 
armed combatants, one side hoping to impose its will on the other. Whether or 
not war has been declared by its leadership, war involves armed conflict between 
two or more states or military forces. The majority of today’s wars are civil wars 
(fought within, not between, countries), and most often, they take place in the 
poorest countries.

The United Kingdom, France, and Russia have fought the most international 
armed conflicts since the end of World War II (refer to Table 16.1). The most  

conflict-prone countries (including civil wars) have been 
Myanmar (also known as Burma), India, and Ethiopia 
(Human Security Report Project 2011).

What Does It Mean to Me?
In 2014, polls revealed that more Americans believe the 
country is less safe now than before the September 11, 2001, 
attacks (Murray 2014). Are you concerned about a terrorist 
attack on U.S. soil? Do you believe we are at risk of an attack 
from domestic or foreign terrorists? Explain the reason for your 
answer.

Since 1945, there have been 140 civil wars throughout 
the world, killing approximately 20 million people and 
displacing about 67 million. Civil wars typically occur 
in developing countries and are fought by small, poorly 
trained, poorly armed forces that avoid major military 
engagements, but frequently target civilians (Human 
Security Report Project 2005). Genocide (the systematic 
targeting of ethnic or religious groups) and politicide  

Genocide: The 
systematic targeting of 
members of an ethnic or a 
religious group

Politicide: The 
systematic targeting of 
specific groups because 
of their political beliefs

Country Number of Wars

United Kingdom 25

France 22

Russia 19

United States 17

India 14

Ethiopia 10

Myanmar (Burma) 10

China 9

SOURCE: Human Security Report Project 2011.

Table 16.1 � Countries that have experienced the 
highest number of state-based armed 
conflicts, 1946 to 2008
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